Preface

BEFORE THE WAR we were afraid to prepare for war. During
the war many of us are afraid to prepare for a peace.

Writing at the beginning ofjuly 19401 am convinced that
this book should appear at once. Victory may to-day seem
farther off than when these essays were written. But very
little has happened that the authors did not foresee. To all
of them victory for the Allies is inevitable.

In some details the essays may seem out of date. The
authors were approached last November; all of them had
finished their essays by February 1940; the book (after
many difficulties due to paper restrictions) was ready in May.

Finally, just before it went to press the Petain Govern-
ment signed an armistice with Germany. I have made no
attempt to alter any passages referring to france in these
essays, for I believe that the majority of Frenchmen still
hate Germany, though their hands may be tied for a while.
When final victory is achieved, the real France will draw up
the peace treaty with us, and it is the real France that is
referred to in the following pages.

We have held it up to see how far, if at all, it would be
out of date. I have made a few slight alterations^ but
otherwise the authors feel that their suggestions for After the
War remain unchanged and just as attainable.

Some of my contributors wish to add a note of personal
explanation or to acknowledge the source of quoted matter.
Sir Richard Acland desires it to be clearly understood that
his contribution in no way represents the official policy of
the Liberal Party; also that he is indebted to Penguin Books
Ltd for permission to quote certain paragraphs from his Unser
Kan$f, The Earl of Listowel thanks the Editor of For&g& Afsirs
for permission to quote from an article by Professor Hopper,

I have to thank the Editor of The Times and the Editor
of World Review for the right to reprint copyright material.

W.T.